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Abstract: The paper reviews the history of Chinese new areas in recent 30 years,
including industrial development areas, new towns in the metropolitan regions, and
state-level new areas. It suggests that these three-generation new areas, which distribute
respectively in the local level, city level, and region level, are developed by local and
central government in order to deal with the challenges of social and economic
development under different eras. Meanwhile, based on DPSI model, it analyses
the operational mechanism of Chinese new areas from the perspective of economic
geography. It argues that density, distance, division are the internal impetuses which
drive the development of Chinese new areas. Afterwards, new areas suffer from
different pressures which respectively are related with agglomeration, movement,
and regional cooperation. The government takes effective measures, promoting the
market to produce the greatest benefit. Finally, the combination of the market and
the government promotes the development of Chinese new areas, changing the state
of Chinese economic geography, which then affects Chinese environment and the
quality of social and economic development and the development of human beings.

The effects from the previous new areas are also the external impetus driving the
development of the later new area.
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